THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
land, under Charles the Second, though against
his will, owed its strength, if I mistake not, less
to the calumnies of Gates than to the notion
that Catholics and their friends at Court were
acting as the agents of French designs. For
precisely the converse reasons the position of
Huguenots must have been gravely compro-
mised before the revocation of the Edict of
Nantes, Up to our own times the Christian
subjects of die Sultan suffered not so much for
their religion as because they were thought the
instruments of Russian aggression. Now that
the great Powers of the world have ceased to be
labelled with names of religion (or, if they are,
the label is meaningless), these complications,
so terrible sometimes for patriotic religious
minorities, no longer arise. I only trust that
Signor Mussolini will never attempt to assume
the title of Defender of the Faith. Were he to
do so with any success or plausibility, the
enemies of the Church in France would rejoice
and the sufferings of the Croatians would be
intensified.
I have heard, and I think read, suggestions that
the Pope should be asked to pronounce on the
moral rights and wrongs of disputes between
nations as they arise and should call upon the
faithful to support his judgments by political
action in their several countries. The idea seems
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